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Foreword

Beeban Kidron

This volume of essays offers refreshingly diverse perspectives 
on the state of education data. Overwhelmingly, we learn that, 
if the goal is to maximise the benefit for children in processing 
their education data, you would not start from here.

The scope of the essays is as broad as the data gathered – 
from the fingerprint in the school lunch queue; the lack of clear 
benefits to children of hotly promoted EdTech tools; the 
extraordinary obfuscation about what is collected, who owns 
what, and where it goes next; what education data processing 
is damaging and what would ‘good’ look like. Encouraged  
to imagine a better world, several authors tackle the failure of 
government and regulators to grasp the enormity of the  
issue while allowing an increasing role for private companies  
in school settings. Worryingly, it appears convenient to accept 
services that may or may not work and that most certainly 
gather data that are so intimate and yet shared so widely that 
it might impact on the outcomes of a child for a lifetime.

Some essays look at technological and social models that 
might give more agency to teachers and parents, others look 
more profoundly at what it would be for a child to be the 
ultimate owner of their own data. All agree that doing nothing 
is not an option.
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lawmakers to introduce the California Age 
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Falling out of these pages is fair amount of frustration that 
we have not found a better way of unleashing the power of  
data processing to benefit children. There is no doubt that if 
technology was focused on wellbeing, learning, best  
interests (of the child and broader educational community) our 
ability to harness positive data driven outcomes would be 
transformed. Simultaneously, a drumbeat throughout  
the essays is that, unless those who have the power to insist on 
a more equitable system use that power effectively, we are  
on an inevitable path in which children at school are fodder for 
purely commercial interests.

The Digital Futures Commission has spent nearly three 
years looking at this issue and will in the New Year publish  
its cumulative findings in A Blueprint for Regulating Education 
Data. This blueprint will encapsulate the voices of school 
leaders, teachers, parents and caregivers and, of course, 
children, all of whom who point at the extraordinary asymmetry 
of power between them and the EdTech sector. It will  
therefore serve as a challenge to government to ensure that 
business innovates in the best interests of children.

Thanks are due to each of the contributors for giving  
so generously their time and wisdom, to Professor Sonia 
Livingstone and Dr Kruakae Pothong for working with  
the contributors on their essays, to Natasha Jetha of 5Rights 
Foundation who oversaw the publication of this volume and  
to the DFC Commissioners who provide a context and guidance 
for our work. As ever, our greatest thanks to the young  
people, their parents and teachers for their extraordinary 
engagement and support throughout the Commission’s work.
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